The movement and habitat use patterns of adult flathead and blue catfish were studied via acoustic and radio telemetry in the lower Missouri River and adjacent tributaries including the Grand, Lamine, Chariton, and Little Chariton Rivers. At the largest spatiotemporal scale, annual movement patterns varied greatly from restricted-movement behavior throughout the annual cycle to seasonal migrations commonly tens of kilometers between habitats used for spawning, feeding and growth, and overwintering. Fish moved the least during the overwintering period and the most during the prespawn/spawn period, followed by a third period of restricted movement during the summer and early fall. The diversity in life history strategies suggests that populations of large-river catfish use resources at multiple spatial scales, from the reach to the watershed, to meet life requisites.
